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Podcast 3: Past and Future

Marta: Hi, here's Marta again from Kinder- und Jugendbeteiligungsbiiro. We are still in the school
exchange and this episode is in English. I'm very happy to do that with Igor, who is here today and is
visiting Berlin from Szczecin. We want to talk a little bit about the experience they had while doing the
exchange. They went to lots of places and one of the places was Plotzensee. It's a memorial for people
who died there. And | think there was a lot of reflections from Igor's side about the amount of reflection
from German students and about how actually he thinks little they know about the Second World War.
Igor, would you like to talk about that? I think you said that, didn't you?

Igor: So yeah, from what | noticed, at least my knowledge is. Well, of course, my knowledge is a bit
bigger than theirs because | study history a lot, | like history. But from what | noticed, a lot of them
weren't really that educated about the crimes and the horrible things that Nazis did to the civilians and
to the resistant fighters because in Plotzensee, there was mostly just resistant fighters being executed.
But there was also just overall: | heard that there was a man who stole like a can of beef or something,
like a just a can of food and well, he was executed, he was hanged.

So yeah, from what | heard at least from the German students, they didn't know that there was such
things going on, they didn't know that there was so much brutality. Of course, they knew just like
overall that there that Hitler's regime was really brutal to prisoners and that there were executions,
but some of them didn't know that there was like so much brutality, there was so much like violence.
You know, | feel like they didn't really get taught that in school, you know. They probably, well, it's of
course a very sensitive topic for them. But | think it should be a bit more touched since of course, well,
it's Germany, right?

Marta: And do you think do you have a recommendation also for them or other students of how to
get information or do you think this should be more of a topic in the school? What is your opinion?

Igor: Uh first, | think that of course it should be the topic should be touched in the school. It's a really
important topic, it should be of course be taught with a historian or like a just history teacher,
somebody who knows this stuff. Um but from how | learned is that | found uh trusted sources of it uh
trusted people, historians mostly like | said that talk about it on podcasts.

Oh, okay. And when | for example, uh where bored, | would just listen to the podcast, | would listen to
the uh to everything about it, uh sometimes of course overall just history, not not only uh World War
Il and about, you know, the Hitler's regime. Also everything: about medieval times, about ancient
times. But yeah, | personally like the 9 19s.

Marta: 1990s, you mean?
Igor: Yeah, no, 1930s, 1940s, 1950s.

Marta: Ah, 1900s, yeah, okay, sorry. Um, why do you think it's important to have more knowledge
about history and about this past, this difficult past?

Igor: Well, first, | think it's very important to remember um our mistakes, mistakes that led to such
events, you know. For example, you have to remember that well, people most people are not immune
to propaganda, that's why Hitler was elected. They were in bad times, Hitler said that he will be, he
will fix it, he will help the German people, the German population, you know, rebuild. Also they had
like a lot of hatred because of the loss in World War I. They their army was like abolished almost for
they had very small army. They really wanted to have like, they wanted to have a proud country, that's
what they wanted to do. And so there was also, you know, like a depression- Black Monday, | think it
was called, right?
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Marta: Yes.

Igor: There was hyper hyperinflation, there was a lot of...

Marta: A lot of money that Germany had to pay as repatriations.

Igor: Yes, of course, uh there was also wait a lot of um unemployment.
Marta: Yes.

Igor: And so the whole country was in really bad shape. Uh and so Hitler promised to fix everything.
And in his early years, he did fix a lot of things. But he also did a lot of horrible things even at the start.
He was, you know, for example, uh killing the people that were like they that couldn't walk, that were
like uh mentally...

Marta: Disabled?

Igor: yeah, disabled. There was a lot of reasons to why the Germans supported Hitler. But also, you
know, before the war, he had really big support, you know.

Marta: So we have to remember that it's bad to exclude a group of people in a society.

Igor: Yes, of course, uh that's what we have to remember, we have to remember to, you know, to
always be aware that a lot of things can be a propaganda.

Marta: Mhm.

Igor: Also that politicians tends to use other groups as their like a talking point so they can like focus
uh hate on it, hate on them.

Marta: Hate speech.
Igor: Yes, hate speech, of course.

Marta: Yeah. Okay. And | think you also said that you really liked this exchange. And that there should
be more of this happening and that there should be more people having this possibility to just meet
from two different cultures and countries and talk about your own history and take the lessons from
it.

Igor: Well, of course, | think it's really great to have like these exchanges. They are really important.
Like uh for example, | didn't know that the German people, at least the kids right now didn't know that
much about history. | thought they were a bit more educated about this topic. But you know, it turned
out it wasn't that like um, it it's not that talked about. Also, it was nice to meet other people, you know,
see how the how like how they live, what's their... for example, you know, culture, their humor. Yeah.
You know, compared to ours since we are the same age. Uh yeah, | think it was uh there's need to be
more of this. Also, you know, you can hear different opinions from them. It's really good. | really like
it.

Marta: So the next time the students from Friedrichshain-Kreuzberg need to come to Szczecin so you
can show them around.
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Igor: Yes, | think | think it's yeah, it's going to be it's going to be good. Also, you know, we went to see
all the museums, you know, it was great, you know, to see their reaction to that because they didn't
know, you know, like like | said, they weren't really that educated about it. Which was surprising to
me, but you know.

Marta: So you observed them being surprised at all the new still learned from this exchange.

Igor: Mhm.

Marta: Yeah, great. Thanks for your reflections. It was lovely talking to you.

Igor: Yeah. You too.



