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Podcast 1: Memorial Stone

Szymon: On Monday, we were in front of the Bundestag. And what did we see there? A stone that was
supposed to be, that is, a stone commemorating the Poles who died during World War Il. This stone is
not too big, | have to admit. And in addition, it turns out that it was not the Germans who invented it,
but the Poles. And is it appropriate for Germany to have monuments that are not even initiated by
Germans, but by Poles?

Igor: In my opinion, this whole gesture of not even thinking about us, the Poles had to invent it, right?
Putting that stone there shows zero respect for the victims of World War Il, for those Poles. It's really
just a lack of respect, right?

Szymon: It is worth admitting one more thing. Earlier, before this stone commemorating the Poles, we
were on a monument, on monuments commemorating the victims of Europe, the Jews. It was a little
bigger there, because it was a whole square on which you could build, for example, a shopping mall.
But in the end, they built a monument for the Jews there. And for us, such a small stone. There were
supposedly over 2,000 of those, because it looks a bit like tombstones, from what | remember. So how
is it that? The scale of how many Jews and Poles died is really a very similar number, right? But we get
a small stone, and they get something so big.

Igor: It seems to me that it may have something to do with the politics that were in the years of the
Iron Curtain, because then, you know, the Jews were very vocal, very vocal about having such
monuments for them. And we, as Poles, as we were allies at the time, somehow, at least our
government, did not delve into this topic so much. As a result, after Germany was united, they
somehow didn't think about us either, which is a big minus. Still, it is, in my opinion, a lack of respect
that they did not think about us later.

Szymon: Okay, we currently have the year 2025. But supposedly they are going to build something (a
monument) in some time, build something bigger, something nicer. | don't know exactly, | haven't
delved into the matter in that sense. But they are going to build something.

Igor: That’s right, in 2020 in the Bundestag there was a vote on it and there was supposed to be a
square dedicated to the victims, Polish victims of World War Il. It is true that it is not finished yet, but
it is being built.

Szymon: Okay, it's being built. In 2025. So, just to remind you, 80 years after the end of World War .
80 years after the end of World War Il. Well, in 2020 it was 75 years, but you have to admit 75./

80 years, it's still quite a long time, it's about as long as the average person lives, right? So why did they
only decide to do it after such a long time? That is, we know, we have already said that it is a complete
lack of respect for us. But they finally decided to build it. You have to praise them for it, because at
least they are doing something. But why only now?

Igor: It seems to me that it may be because only in the last, let's say, maybe a fairly long time, but 20
years, Poland and Germany started to have much better diplomatic relations. Because, you know,
before there were two German states, we were in the Iron Curtain, it was the times of socialism. But
still, it seems to me that it is because we just started talking about this topic. Because during the 1970s
or after the war, there were simply no talks about it. They focused on something else.

Szymon: OK, that's right, that's true, as we know, Germany and Berlin were divided into two parts, and
Poland was completely practically under occupation. So, do you have any recommendations on how
else to commemorate the Poles who died during World War II?



Igor: According to me, they should definitely finish building the square that they were supposed to
make, dedicated to the Polish victims of World War Il.

And they should also point out why until that time there was only such a stone, they should have a
conversation with our Polish diplomats, because it is really a serious matter.

Szymon: | must admit, you're right.

Igor: So, that's it on this topic, right?

Szymon: Yes. Thank you.



